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Understanding the Concept of Landforms- A Guide:  

Landforms are natural features on the Earth's surface that are 
shaped by geological processes. They vary widely in size and form, 

and understanding them involves studying how they are formed, 
their characteristics, and their impact on human activity and the 

environment. 

Following is an overview of key landform types, along with 

examples: 

1. Mountains 

 

Mountains are elevated landforms with steep slopes, typically 

formed by tectonic forces or volcanic activity.  

Example: The Himalayas, which include Mount Everest, are a 

classic example of mountain ranges formed by the collision of the 

Indian and Eurasian tectonic plates. 
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2. Hills 

 

Hills are lower and less steep than mountains. They can be formed 

by erosion or tectonic activity. 

• Example: The English Hills, like the Cotswolds, are relatively 

modest in height compared to mountains and were shaped 

largely by erosion and sedimentation. 

3. Plateaus 
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Plateaus are flat, elevated areas that have been uplifted by tectonic 

forces or volcanic activity, often surrounded by steep slopes. 

• Example: The Colorado Plateau in the United States features 

vast flat areas with dramatic canyons, such as the Grand 

Canyon, carved by the Colorado River. 

4. Plains 

 

Plains are extensive, flat, or gently rolling areas with minimal 

elevation change. They are often formed by sediment deposition 

from rivers and glaciers. 

• Example: The Great Plains in North America are large, flat 

areas that have been shaped by sediment deposition and are 

ideal for agriculture. 
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5. Valleys 

 

Valleys are low areas between hills or mountains, typically formed 

by erosion from rivers or glaciers. 

• Example: The Yosemite Valley in California was shaped by 

glacial activity and is known for its spectacular landscapes. 

6. Rivers and Gorges 
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Rivers carve out valleys and gorges through erosion over time. 

Gorges are deeper and narrower than valleys. 

• Example: The Grand Canyon in Arizona is a dramatic 

example of a gorge formed by the Colorado River's erosive 

power. 

7. Deserts 

 

Deserts are arid regions with little vegetation and often feature 

sand dunes, rocky plateaus, and other unique formations. 

• Example: The Sahara Desert in Africa is known for its vast 

sand dunes and rocky plateaus. 
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8. Coastal Landforms 

 

Coastal landforms include features such as beaches, cliffs, and 

fjords shaped by the action of waves and tides. 

• Example: The Cliffs of Moher in Ireland are striking coastal 

cliffs formed by erosion from the Atlantic Ocean. 

9. Volcanic Landforms 
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Volcanic landforms are created by volcanic activity, including 

features such as craters, calderas, and lava plateaus. 

• Example: Mount Fuji in Japan is a well-known stratovolcano 

with a classic conical shape formed by successive layers of 

lava and ash. 

10. Glacial Landforms 

 

Glacial landforms are created by the movement of glaciers, 

including features like moraines and fjords. 

• Example: The Fjords of Norway are deep, glacially-carved 

valleys now filled with seawater. 
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Understanding these landforms helps in comprehending the 

Earth's surface processes, the natural environment, and how 

human activities interact with these features. 

 

************************************************************** 

 


