
 

 

Lesson Plan: 

 Exploring Equal Parts  

Grade Level: Year 1 
Subject: Mathematics 
Duration: 45 minutes 

Australian Curriculum Links: 

• Measurement and Geometry Strand: 
o Using units of measurement: Recognize and describe 

one-half as one of two equal parts of an object, shape, or 
quantity. 

Learning Goals: 

• Understand the concept of equal parts and how to split an 

object into two equal pieces. 

• Describe and compare the two parts to ensure they are equal. 

• Use mathematical language to explain the concept of halves. 

Resources: 

• Small objects for demonstration (e.g., play dough, cookies, 

shapes). 

• Printed images or drawings of objects for students to practice 

splitting. 



 

 

• Drawing materials (pencils, markers, crayons). 

• Interactive whiteboard or projector. 

Prior Knowledge: Students should be familiar with: 

• Counting and recognizing numbers up to 10. 

• Basic understanding of shapes and their properties. 

• Ability to describe and compare objects based on size and 

shape. 

Lesson Sequence: 

1. Introduction (5 minutes): 

• Begin by discussing the concept of "equal" and "equal parts." 

• Show examples of objects that can be split into two equal 

parts (e.g., a cookie, a piece of paper). 

• Introduce the idea that when something is divided equally, 

each part is the same size. 

 

 



 

 

2. Demonstration (10 minutes): 

• Use a concrete example (e.g., a piece of play dough, a cookie) 

to demonstrate splitting into two equal parts. 

• Explain and demonstrate how to ensure the parts are equal: 

o Divide the object in half. 

o Compare both parts visually to check they are the same 

size. 

• Encourage students to use language such as "equal," "same 

size," and "halves." 

3. Guided Practice (15 minutes): 

• Distribute printed images or drawings of objects that can be 

split into halves (e.g., a pizza, a circle). 

• In pairs, students take turns drawing a line to divide the 

object into two equal parts. 

• After dividing, students should compare their two parts and 

discuss if they are equal. 



 

 

• Circulate to support and guide students, ensuring they 

understand the concept of equal parts. 

4. Independent Activity (10 minutes): 

• Provide each student with a worksheet or activity where they 

need to draw a line to split objects into two equal parts. 

• Encourage students to use their understanding of halves to 

complete the task independently. 

• Collect and review students' work to assess their 

understanding of splitting into equal parts. 

5. Reflection and Discussion (5 minutes): 

• Gather students together to discuss their experiences with 

splitting objects into halves. 

• Ask students to describe how they know when something is 

split into two equal parts. 

• Discuss any challenges students faced and clarify 

misconceptions as needed. 

 



 

 

Assessment: 

• Observe students during the guided practice and 

independent activities to assess their ability to split objects 

into equal parts. 

• Review students' drawings and explanations to gauge their 

understanding of halves and their ability to describe equal 

parts. 

Homework/Extension (optional): 

• Encourage students to find objects at home that can be split 

into two equal parts and draw them. 

• Challenge students to explore other shapes (e.g., rectangles, 

squares) and split them into equal halves. 

Differentiation: 

• Provide additional support to students who may struggle by 

offering simpler objects or more guided practice. 



 

 

• Offer extension activities for students who grasp the concept 

quickly, such as dividing objects into more than two equal 

parts or exploring fractions beyond halves. 

Closure: 

• Summarize the key points of the lesson: understanding 

halves, splitting objects into equal parts, and using 

mathematical language to describe equal parts. 

• Reinforce that understanding halves helps us share and 

compare objects equally. 

This lesson plan is designed to engage Year 1 students in exploring 

and understanding halves through hands-on activities and visual 

representations, aligning with the Australian Curriculum's 

objectives for measurement and geometry. 
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