Effective English Teaching Methods

(Foundation to Primary Year)

Foundation Year (Kindergarten)
1. Play-Based Learning

. Example: Use games like "I Spy" to teach vocabulary. For
example, "I spy with my little eye something that is red."”
Children guess objects in the room, learning colour words and

object names.
2. Storytelling and Reading Aloud

. Example: Read picture books like "The Very Hungry
Caterpillar” by Eric Carle. Ask questions about the story,
encouraging children to describe what they see and predict

what happens next.




3. Phonics Instruction

. Example: Use a program like "Jolly Phonics" to introduce
letter sounds with actions and songs. For example, when
teaching the sound /s/, children can hiss like a snake while

making the "s" shape in the air.

4. Total Physical Response (TPR)

. Example: Teach action words by having children act them
out. Say "jump,” "run,” or "clap,” and have the children

perform these actions.

5. Visual Aids and Props

. Example: Use flashcards and real objects to introduce new
vocabulary. Show a card with a picture of a cat and the word

"cat,” then show a toy cat to reinforce learning.

Year 1 (Grade 1)

1. Guided Reading
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. Example: Use levelled readers appropriate for their reading e
level. After reading a story, ask comprehension questions and B

have students retell the story in their own words. 4

2. Phonics and Sight Words >

. Example: Implement a daily phonics routine, focusing on -
blending sounds to form words. Use flashcards for common -

sight words like "the,” "and,"” and "it." o

3. Interactive Whiteboards and Technology B4

. Example: Use educational software and apps to reinforce 2
phonics and reading skills. Interactive games that focus on 4

letter sounds and word formation can be very engaging. >4

4. Collaborative Learning ¥

. Example: Pair students for buddy reading sessions. Each pair 2
takes turns reading a book aloud to each other and discussing -

the content. -
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5. Arts and Crafts

. Example: After reading a story, have students draw their
favourite scene and write a sentence about it. This helps with

comprehension and writing skills.

Year 2 (Grade 2)

1. Structured Literacy Activities

. Example: Use activities like word sorts where students
categorize words based on patterns or sounds. For example,

sorting words with the long "a" sound into categories like "ai"

(rain), "ay" (day), and "a_e" (cake).

2. Writing Workshops

. Example: Conduct regular writing sessions where students
practice writing sentences and short paragraphs. Provide

prompts and encourage peer reviews.




3. Reading Comprehension Strategies

. Example: Teach students to make predictions, visualize, and
ask questions while reading. Use graphic organizers like story

maps to help them understand the structure of a story.

4. Songs and Rhymes

. Example: Use songs and rhymes to reinforce phonemic
awareness. Songs like "The Wheels on the Bus" help with

rhythm and rhyming patterns.

5. Vocabulary Building

. Example: Introduce new words through themed word walls.
For a theme on animals, include words like "mammal,"

"reptile,” and "habitat."

Year 3 (Grade 3)

1. Independent Reading

{
7|
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. Example: Establish a daily independent reading time where e
students choose books that interest them. Follow up with P

book reports or discussions. 4

2. Phonics and Morphology ¥

. Example: Teach prefixes and suffixes to help students decode -
new words. Use activities like matching root words with their -

correct prefixes/suffixes.

3. Writing Process -

. Example: Guide students through the writing process: 2
brainstorming, drafting, revising, editing, and publishing. 4
Have them write narratives, informational texts, and opinion 24

pieces. B

4. Literature Circles pe

. Example: Organize literature circles where small groups of -
students read the same book and discuss it. Assign roles like -

summarizer, questioner, and connector to guide discussions. e
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5. Grammar Instruction

. Example: Teach parts of speech through interactive
activities. Use sentence-building games where students
create sentences using word cards categorized by nouns,

verbs, adjectives, etc.

Year 4 (Grade 4)

1. Advanced Reading Comprehension

. Example: Teach strategies like summarizing, inferencing,
and identifying the main idea and supporting details. Use

texts from different genres to practice these skills.

2. Research Projects

. Example: Have students conduct research on a topic of
interest and present their findings. Teach them how to use
resources like books, articles, and the internet, and how to

cite sources.

3. Writing Across Genres
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. Example: Assign writing projects that cover various genres,
such as persuasive essays, narratives, and reports. Provide

rubrics and examples to guide their writing.

4.Vocabulary Enrichment

. Example: Use vocabulary journals where students write new
words, their definitions, and use them in sentences.
Incorporate games like "Vocabulary Bingo" to make learning

fun.

5. Critical Thinking and Discussion

. Example: Facilitate class discussions on themes and
characters in books. Encourage students to express their

opinions and support them with evidence from the text.

Year 5 (Grade 5)

1. Literature Analysis

. Example: Introduce literary elements like theme, plot, and

character analysis. Use novels appropriate for their age, such
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as "Charlotte's Web" by E.B. White, and have students identify

and discuss these elements.

2. Advanced Writing Techniques

. Example: Teach students to use more sophisticated writing
techniques like varying sentence structure, using dialogue,
and incorporating descriptive language. Provide writing

prompts that encourage creativity and critical thinking.

3. Research and Presentation Skills

. Example: Assign research projects on historical events,
scientific topics, or current events. Have students create
multimedia presentations using tools like PowerPoint or

Google Slides.

4. Debate and Persuasion

. Example: Organize debates on age-appropriate topics. Teach
students how to construct an argument, use evidence, and

present their points clearly and confidently.
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5. Reading Across the Curriculum

. Example: Integrate reading assignments with other subjects
like science and social studies. For example, read biographies
of famous scientists or explorers and discuss their

contributions.

By progressing through these methods and examples year by year,
you can ensure a comprehensive and engaging English learning
experience for foundation to primary year students in a global

curriculum.
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